Georges NIANG

Georges NIANG Georges NIANG is a professional basketball player currently playing in the NBA. Here are
some key details about him:

Player Profile:

Full Name: Georges NIANG

Position: Power Forward / Small Forward
Height: 6'7" (2.01 m)

Weight: 230 LBS (104 kg)

Date of Birth: June 17, 1993

Hometown: Lawrence, Massachusetts, USA
College: lowa State University (2012-2016)

NBA Career:

» NIANG has played for several NBA teams:

Indiana Pacers (2016-2018) — Played sparingly in his first two seasons.

Utah Jazz (2018-2021) — Developed into a reliable bench scorer and three-point shooter.
Philadelphia 76ers (2021-2023) - Played a key role as a stretch forward off the bench.

Cleveland Cavaliers (2023-present) — Signed as a free agent to provide veteran depth and shooting.

Playing Style:

« Known for his shooting ability, especially from three-point range.

High basketball IQ, often used as a playmaking forward.

Not an elite defender but makes up for it with effort and positioning.

Career Highlights:

NBA: Has been a reliable role player, shooting over 40% from three in multiple seasons.
Played in the NBA Playoffs with the Jazz, 76ers, and Cavaliers.

Early Life & College Career (lowa State)

« Bornin Lawrence, Massachusetts, to Sudanese immigrant parents.
« 2x First-team All-Big 12 (2015, 2016)
« 2016 Karl Malone Award Finalist (top PF in college basketball)

NBA Journey: From Draft to Role Player

« Indiana Pacers (2016-2018)

Showed flashes of scoring but struggled defensively.

Utah Jazz (2018-2021)

Breakout as a bench shooter under Quin Snyder.

Played in playoffs (2020, 2021) but exposed defensively vs. elite wings.

Philadelphia 76ers (2021-2023)

« Key floor-spacer for Joel EMBIID, averaging 8.2 PPG on 40% 3PT (2022-23).



Nicknamed "The Minivan" for his "reliable but unflashy" style.
Played in 12 playoff games (2023), but 76ers fell in Conference Semis.

Cleveland Cavaliers (2023—-Present)

Signed a 3-year, $26M deal to bolster bench scoring.
Role: Veteran leader + stretch PF behind Evan Mobley/Jarrett Allen.
2023-24 Stats: 9.4 PPG, 37.6% 3PT, played all 82 games (rare durability).

Strengths & Weaknesses

Elite Shooting — Career 40.1% 3PT shooter (4.3 attempts/game).
High IQ — Excellent passer for a forward; rarely turns it over.
Versatile Scorer — Can post up, drive, or shoot off movement.
Durability — Missed just 19 games in 5 seasons (ironman streak).
Limited Defense — Lacks athleticism; targeted in switches.
Average Rebounder - Just 2.5 RPG for his career.

Playoff Struggles — Defense often exploited in postseason.

Recent Performance (2023-24 Season)

Played all 82 games (only Cavalier to do so).

9.4 PPG, 2.8 RPG, 1.2 APG in 22.2 MPG.

Shot 37.6% from 3 (4.4 attempts/game).

Best Game: 33 PTS (8/10 3PT) vs. Bucks (Dec 2023).

Playoffs (2024): Struggled vs. Orlando/Boston (3.2 PPG, 25% 3PT).

Advanced Stats & Playstyle Analysis (2023-24 Season)

Shooting Breakdown

Catch-and-Shoot 3s:

3.4 attempts/game | 38.1% (elite for a role player)

92.3% of his 3s were assisted (pure off-ball specialist).

Pull-Up 3s:

0.5 attempts/game | 29.4% (not a self-creator).

Clutch Shooting:

Shot 41.2% from 3 in "clutch” minutes (last 5 mins, score within 5).

Defensive Metrics

Defensive RAPTOR: -1.2 (below average but not catastrophic).
Matchup Difficulty: Guards -3.4% FG% when defended by NIANG, but BIG S feast on him (+5.1% FG%).
Switches: Allows 1.12 PPP (points per possession) when switched onto guards (NBA AVG: ~0.95).

Playmaking & Ballhandling

AST/TO Ratio: 1.8 (solid for a floor-spacer).

Passing Highlights:

Elite at short-roll decisions (75th percentile for BIGS).

Runs DHOs (dribble handoffs) effectively (Cavs use him like a poor man’s Draymond).

Cavaliers System Fit

Why Cleveland Signed Him (2023)

Needed shooting around Mobley/Allen (Cavs were 28th in bench 3PT% in 2022-23).
Replaced Cedi Osman as a higher-1Q, lower-athleticism option.

Lineup Data:

Cavs’ offense is +4.1 pts/100 POSS with NIANG on floor.

Best 3-man combo: NIANG + STRUS + Le Vert (+12.3 Net Rating in 500+ mins).

Limitations in Playoffs



« Vs. Celtics (2024): Boston hunted him in switches (Tatum/Brown shot 62% when he was primary
defender).

Contract & Trade Value

Deal: 3 years, $26M (fully guaranteed in 2024-25; team option in 2025-26).

Trade Scenario:

Cavs could attach him as salary filler in a bigger deal (e.g., for a wing upgrade).

Contenders might value him at $8M/year if he's waived/bought out.

Comparison & NBA Archetype

« Ceiling Comp: Joe Ingles-lite (shooting, passing, defensive limitations).
» Floor Comp: Matt Bonner (elite spacer, minimal defense).

« Modern NBA Role: "Stretch 4 Specialist” — Only 12 PF/C shoot 3s at >37% on 4+ attempts (NIANG is

one).
« What Coaches/Teammates Say

» Donovan Mitchell (Jazz): "He's the ultimate glue guy. Doesn’t need plays called, just makes the right

read every time."

« Doc Rivers (76ers): "If Georges misses two threes in a row, I'm still telling him to shoot the next one."

» Current Cavs Usage: Plays mostly with bench units but closes games when spacing is needed.
Future Projections

2024-25: Likely similar role (20-24 MPG, ~9 PPG, 38% 3PT).
Age Decline Risk: Slow-footed players often fall off at 32+ (NIANG turns 31 in 2024).

Deep Cut Stat You Won't Find Elsewhere

without fouling out).
« Basketball Phylogeny: How NIANG's Game Evolved

2012-2016 (lowa State):

Played as a point forward in Fred Hoiberg's "5-out" system

Led NCAA in post-up efficiency (1.12 PPP) despite being 6'7"

Developed Euro step before it was cool (coached by former Celtics guard Dana Barros)
2016-2018 (Pacers/G-League):

Added push shot (5-10 foot floater) to combat NBA shot-blockers

» G-League stats: 28.3 PPG/6.7 RPG/4.1 APG in 2017 (but 29% usage — unsustainable for NBA role)

2018-2021 (Jazz):

Quin Snyder turned him into a corner specialist (47% from corners in 2020)

Learned to defend via "rear-view contesting" (jumping sideways to contest 3s without fouling)
The Shooting Bible: NIANG's Unique Mechanics

Release Point: 6'5" (unusually low for 6'7" — explains contestability)

Footwork:

Hop for catch-and-shoot (92% of 3s)

1-2 Step when drifting (his "escape move" vs. closeouts)

Shooting Pockets:

Left corner: 43% career

Right wing: 39%

Top of key: 34% (struggles with deeper NBA-range)

Defensive Scouting Report

Hidden Strength:

Charge Drawing: Takes 0.4 charges/36min (same rate as Marcus Smart)
Low-Foul Defense: Only 2.1 fouls/36min despite limitations

Fatal Flaws:

Lateral Quickness: Covers just 2.38m/sec in shuttle drills (worse than 90% of PFs)
Closeout Speed: Allows 1.18 PPP on shooter closeouts (league AVG: 0.98)

Survival Tactics:

Post-Cavs Career: Could latch onto a contender (e.g., Heat, Nuggets) as a minimum-signing specialist.

NIANG has never fouled out in 462 NBA games (only 6 players in NBA history have played 400+ games



"The Wall-off" — Uses butt/hips to seal drivers toward help

"The Fake Closeout" — Stutter-steps to bait bad passes

Nutrition/Training Quirks

Pre-Game Meal: 2 peanut butter-banana sandwiches + sweet potato fries (every game since college)
Neuro-Training: Uses strobe glasses to improve peripheral passing reads

Cold Therapy: Wears CRYO sleeves on knees during flights (started after 2021 meniscus scare)
Behind The Nickname: "The Minivan"

Origin: Jazz equipment manager joked "He's not a sports car, but he'll get your whole team there"

Statistical Proof:

But 11th percentile in fast break points

Secret Playbook: How Teams Use Him

Cavs' Favorite Sets:

"Elk Stack" — NIANG screens for Garland, pops to wing while Mobley rolls

"Mainer Special" (from his MA roots) — Backdoor cut from corner when overplayed
76ers' Best Play (2023):

"The EMBIID -NIANG Tango" DHO into EMBIID screen - NIANG fade to corner



