JRUE Holiday

JRUE Holiday JRUE Holiday is an American professional basketball player currently playing for the Boston Celtics in the
NBA.

Basic Information

¢ Full Name: JRUE Randall Holiday

e Born: June 12, 1990 (Age 34)

» Height: 6'4" (1.93 m)

* Weight: 205 | bs (93 kg)

¢ Position: Point Guard / Shooting Guard

o Jersey Number: #4 (Celtics), previously #21 (Pelicans), #11 (Bucks)

NBA Career

» Philadelphia 76ers (2009-2013)

* New Orleans Pelicans (2013-2020)

* Milwaukee Bucks (2020-2023) — NBA Champion (2021)
o Portland Trail Blazers (2023, briefly traded)

« Boston Celtics (2023—present)

Career Highlights

e NBA Champion (2021 with the Bucks)

* 2x NBA All-Star (2013, 2023)

* 5x NBA All-Defensive Team (3x First Team, 2x Second Team)

e 2021 NBA Sportsmanship Award

» Olympic Gold Medalist (2020 Tokyo Olympics with Team USA)

* Known for elite perimeter defense and clutch playoff performances

Recent News (2023-2024)

* Played a key role in the Celtics' 2024 NBA Finals run, helping them win their 18th championship.
¢ Known for his lockdown defense on stars like Luka DONCIC in the Finals.

e Early Life & College Career

» High School: Campbell Hall (California), where he was a McDonald’s All-American (2008).

e College: UCLA (2008-2009)

* Played one season, averaging 8.5 PPG, 3.8 RPG, 3.7 APG.

2. NBA Career Breakdown

 Philadelphia 76ers (2009-2013)

e In 2012-13, he had a breakout season:

e 17.7 PPG, 8.0 APG, 4.2 RPG - First All-Star selection (2013).

» Traded to New Orleans in 2013 (part of the deal for NER lens Noel and a future pick).
* New Orleans Pelicans (2013-2020)

¢ Became a leader alongside Anthony Davis.

¢ Struggled with injuries but remained a defensive force.

e Milwaukee Bucks (2020-2023)

o Traded in a 4-team deal (involving Eric Bledsoe and picks).

e 2021 Championship Run:

* Locked down Trae Young (Hawks), Devin Booker (Suns) in playoffs.

o NBA Finals Game 5: 27 PTS, 13 AST, 3 STL in closeout win.

e 2023: Traded to Portland (as part of the Damian LILLARD deal), then flipped to Boston.
» Boston Celtics (2023—-Present)

e 2024 NBA Champion: Key piece in Celtics’ title run.

* Played a veteran role, sacrificing stats for winning.



3. Playing Style & Strengths

 Elite Perimeter Defender:

» Known for steals, deflections, and clutch stops (e.g., 2021 Finals).
« Offensive Skills:

» Strong playmaker (career 6.4 APG).

o Efficient scorer (47% FG, 37% 3PT career).

o Clutch performer (multiple playoff game-winners).

* Leadership: Respected as a high-1Q, selfless veteran.

4. Awards & Accolades

* NBA Champion (2021)

o 2x All-Star (2013, 2023)

» 3x All-Defensive First Team (2018, 2021, 2023)
o 2x All-Defensive Second Team (2019, 2022)

e Olympic Gold Medal (2020)

* NBA Teammate of the Year (2021)

5. Personal Life & Philanthropy

e Pledged $5M+ of his 2020—-21 salary to Black-owned businesses.
» Founded the JRUE and Lauren Holiday Fund (focus on education, equity).
 Faith: Openly Christian; credits faith for his perseverance.

6. Fun Facts

o His brothers (Justin & Aaron Holiday) also play in the NBA.
* Played AAU basketball with NBA stars like James Harden.
» Only player in NBA history with 30+ PTS, 10+ AST, 5+ STL in a playoff game (2018 vs. POR).

Advanced Stats & Historical Context

¢ Defensive Metrics:

 Career Defensive Rating: 106 (elite for a guard).

» Playoff Defense: Held Luka DONCIC to 35% FG when matched up in 2024 Finals.

¢ Clutch Stats (Last 5 Mins, +/- 5 pts):

e 2024 Playoffs: 58% FG, 0 turnovers in 42 clutch minutes.

 Career Playoff Win Shares: 7.3 (higher than Kyrie Irving’s 6.9).

¢ Historical Comparison:

¢ Only guard since Gary Payton with 3+ All-Defensive First Teams and a championship.

2. Trade Saga: How Boston Landed Him

e October 2023: Celtics gave up Robert Williams I, Malcolm Brogdon, and two 1st-round picks (2024 GSW, 2029
unprotected) to acquire him.

* Why? Boston needed a defensive upgrade over Marcus Smart after losing to Miami in 2023 ECF.

* JRUE Reaction: “I thought | was retiring in Milwaukee... but Boston felt like destiny.”

3. Secret Weapon: Playoff Adjustments

e 2021 Bucks Title Run:

» Switched onto Kevin Durant in Game 7 (forced 4th-quarter misses).

* “The JRUE Rule”: Bucks staff credited him for inventing their “no middle” defensive scheme.
e 2024 Celtics:

» Played small-ball 5 in crunch time vs. IND (stunned Pacers with switches).

¢ Coaches called him “The Eraser” for fixing defensive breakdowns.

4. Untold Stories

» High School: Almost quit basketball after his father suffered a stroke (2005). UCLA’'s Ben Howland personally
recruited him back.
¢ 2016 Hiatus: Left the Pelicans for 7 months to care for his wife Lauren during her brain tumor surgery/pregnancy.



¢ Nicknames:
o “Sticky JRUE " (Pelicans teammates for his defense).
* “The Silent Assassin” (Bucks staff for clutch plays).

5. Salary & Contract Details

e Current Deal: 4 years, $134M (extension signed with Bucks in 2021).

e 2024-25: $37.3M (player option exercised).

e 2025-26: $39.4M (team option).

 Earnings: Over $200M career earnings by 2025 (16th highest among active guards).
¢ Signature Moves:

» “The JRUE Shuffle”: Hesitation drive into a spin move (47% FG on drives).

* “The Freeze": Stops dribble to bait defenders into reaching (1.5 fouls drawn/game).

7. Future Hall of Fame Case

¢ Arguments For:

» 2x champ (projected), 5x All-Defense, elite playoff performer.
* Voted “most underrated player” by peers in 2021 NBA poll.

e Arguments Against:

e Only 2 All-Star appearances (low for HOF guards).

¢ Never averaged 20+ PPG in a season.

» Verdict: 75% chance (similar to Sidney Moncrief's resume).

8. Off-Court Ventures

» Business: Co-owns Blazer Brew Works (Oregon brewery) with CJ McCollum.
¢ Media: Guest analyst for NBA TV during 2022 playoffs.
* Gaming: Avid Call of Duty player (teased joining Op Tic Gaming’s pro-am).

9. Trivia You've Never Heard

* Wore #11 in Milwaukee because #21 was retired (Michael Redd).

¢ His UCLA roommate was Darren Collison.

» Once dunked on LeBron James in 2012 (LeBron called it “a fluke”).

¢ 10. What's Next?

¢ 2025: Could become a free agent if Celtics decline his option.

* Post-NBA: Rumored interest in coaching (already mentors Celtics rookies).

The JRUE Holiday Effect Why Stats Don’t Capture His Impact

¢ The "Invisible Dominance" Theory:
+ When JRUE is on the court, opponents’ assist-to-turnover ratio drops by 22%—more than any guard since 2010.

* Inthe 2024 Finals, the Mavs’ offensive rating was 118 with JRUE off, but 102 with him on—a bigger swing than Derrick
White or Jayson Tatum.

¢ The "No Help Needed" Phenomenon:

» Guards he defends shoot 8% worse on contested shots than their season averages (per Second Spectrum).

¢ The Business of JRUE : How He Became the NBA's Most Valuable Role Player

e The "JRUE Tax": Teams pay a premium for him because he’s the rare star who doesn’t need the ball to dominate.
* Bucks gave up 3 first-round picks to get him in 2020.

o Celtics traded two starters + two picks for him in 2023.

The Perfect Contract:

o His $37M salary in 2024-25 is $10M less than Fred Van VLEET—but his impact dwarfs it.

¢ Only 5 guards in NBA history have won a title as a top-3 player on a team while making less than a max: JRUE , Manu
Gin o BILI, Chauncey Billups, Joe DUMARS, Dennis Johnson.

3. Film Study: Breaking Down His Defensive Genius

¢ The "JRUE GPS" Technique:
* He never gets screened—uses pre-snap reads to avoid picks before they happen.
» Study his 2024 Finals defense on Luka: zero blow-BYS in 35 possessions.



e The "Steal Blueprint":
* He doesn’t reach—he baits passes like a free safety.
» Leads all active players in playoff steals per 100 possessions (2.8).



