
 

OnePlus Nord N10

 

OnePlus Nord N10 It offers solid mid-range specs at an affordable price, targeting users who want a near-stock Android
experience without flagship costs.

Key Specifications:

Display: 6.49-inch 90Hz LCD (1080 × 2400, 405 PPI)

Processor: Qualcomm Snapdragon 690 5G (8nm, Octa-core)

RAM: 6GB LPDDR4X

Storage: 128GB UFS 2.1 (expandable via microSD up to 512GB)

Rear Cameras:

64MP (f/1.8, main)

8MP (ultra-wide, 119° FOV)

2MP (macro)

2MP (monochrome depth sensor)

Front Camera: 16MP (f/2.1)

Battery: 4300mAh with 30W Warp Charge

OS: Oxygen OS 10.5 (based on Android 10)

Security: Rear-mounted fingerprint scanner, Face Unlock

5G Support: Yes (Sub-6GHz)

Audio: 3.5mm headphone jack, Single speaker

Dimensions & Weight: 163 x 74.7 x 9 mm, 190g

Pros:

90Hz display for smooth scrolling

5G support at a budget price

30W fast charging (0-70% in ~30 mins)

Near-stock Oxygen OS (clean, bloat-free)

MicroSD expansion (rare for OnePlus phones)

Headphone jack (unlike many modern phones)

Cons:

LCD instead of AMOLED (lower contrast & brightness)

Plastic build (feels less premium)

No NFC in some regions (limits contactless payments)

Average low-light camera performance

Software Support & Updates:

Originally launched with Android 10 (Oxygen OS 10.5).

Received Android 11 (Oxygen OS 11) but no Android 12.

Security updates were irregular, ending in 2022.

Price & Availability:

Launched at $299 (US) / £329 (UK).

Discontinued in 2021, replaced by Nord N20 5G (2022).

Detailed Review of the OnePlus Nord N10

Performance & 5G

5G support was a big selling point, but real-world speeds depend on carrier bands.

Display & Design

90Hz LCD was smooth for the price, but colors and brightness were inferior to AMOLED competitors.

Plastic back and frame made it feel less premium than glass-backed phones.

No official IP rating (not water-resistant).



Battery & Charging

4300mAh battery provided 5-6 hours of screen time (moderate use).

30W Warp Charge was fast (0-70% in ~30 mins), but no wireless charging.

Cameras

Main 64MP sensor (cropped to 16MP by default) took decent daylight shots but struggled in low light.

Ultra-wide (8MP) and macro (2MP) were mediocre—typical for budget phones.

No 4K@60fps video (maxed at 4K@30fps).

Software & Updates

Originally shipped with Android 10, updated to Android 11 (Oxygen OS 11).

No Android 12 (OnePlus abandoned it early).

Security patches stopped in 2022—now outdated for security.

Who Should Buy the Nord N10 in 2024?

 If you need a cheap backup/secondary phone (~$100 used).

If you want a headphone jack + microSD slot (rare in new phones).

Avoid if you need:

Long-term updates (no security patches).

Good cameras (outdated sensors).

Gaming performance (weak GPU).

Better Alternatives in 2024

Pixel 6a ($250) – Best camera, 5+ years of updates, Tensor G1.

OnePlus Nord N30 ($250) – 120Hz LCD, 50W charging, SD 695.

Long-Term Performance & Aging (2024 Update)

Speed in 2024: Still usable for basics (WhatsApp, YouTube, light gaming), but app load times are slower than modern
budget phones.

Battery Health: After 3+ years, battery degradation is common (~70-80% capacity). Replacement batteries cost ~$20-
30.

Thermals: Stays cool in daily use but throttles during extended gaming.

Custom ROM & Software Hacks

Since OnePlus dropped support, custom ROMs can breathe new life:

Lineage OS 20 (Android 13) – Stable, but 5G may not work.

Pixel Experience – Google-like UI with Android 13.

G Apps vs. Micro G: Choose between full Google services or privacy-focused alternatives.

Rooting: Unlocks tweaks (e.g., overclocking, debloating), but voids security.

Warning: Flashing ROMs requires unlocking the bootloader (wipes data). Check XDA Developers Forum for guides.

Accessories Worth Buying in 2024

Screen Protector: Tempered glass with oleophobic coating.

Chargers: Stick to 30W PD/PPS chargers (e.g., Anker Nano II) for fastest speeds.

Audio: Pair with wired earphones like the KZ ZSN Pro X (great value).

Hidden Features & Tricks

Pro Mode in Camera: Manual ISO/shutter control for better shots.

Quick Launch: Double-press power button for flashlight/camera.

Gaming Mode: Block notifications and boost performance.

Screen Calibration: Adjust RGB under Settings > Display.

Parallel Apps: Clone WhatsApp/Facebook for dual accounts.

5G Compatibility in 2024

Works on T-Mobile (USA), Vodafone (EU), and other Sub-6GHz networks.

No mmWave support (not an issue for most users).

Common Problems & Fixes

Wi-Fi Drops: Reset network settings or flash modem firmware.

Overheating: Disable background apps, avoid fast charging while gaming.

Is It Worth Buying Used in 2024?



Buy if:

You need a temporary phone under $100.

You’re a tinkerer who loves custom ROMs.

You prioritize expandable storage + headphone jack.

Avoid if:

You need banking apps (outdated security patches may block them).

You want good low-light photos.

You play Gen shin Impact, COD Mobile at high settings.

E-Waste or Still Useful?

Recycle it if broken (Best Buy/OnePlus trade-in programs).

Repurpose as:

A dedicated music player (thanks to the 3.5mm jack).

A smart home remote (install Home Assistant).

A security camera (use Alfred Camera app).

 Hardware Teardown & Repair ability

 OnePlus Nord N10 i Fixit Score: 6/10 (Moderately repairable)

Easily Replaceable: Battery (adhesive pull-tabs), screen, charging port.

Challenges: Plastic back requires heat gun for removal. Mid-frame is glued.

DIY Tips:

Use a suction cup + guitar pick to open the rear panel.

Battery part #: BLP877 (~$25 on Ali Express).

Avoid damaging the side-mounted fingerprint flex cable.

Common Repairs in 2024:

Battery swelling (common after 3 years).

Charging port wear (clean with isopropyl alcohol).

LCD cracks (replacement costs ~$50).

Network Band Support (Carrier Compatibility in 2024)

North America: Works best on T-Mobile (bands n71, n66). Limited 5G on AT&T. No Verizon support.

Europe: Fully compatible with Vodafone/O2 (bands n1, n78).

Asia: Supports India’s Airtel/JIO 5G (n78).

Pro Tip: Use Net Monster or Cell Mapper to check local 5G coverage.

Gaming Performance: Pushing the SD 690 in 2024

Gen shin Impact: ~25-30 FPS (Low settings, 720p).

COD Mobile: Medium settings @ 60 FPS (dips in BR mode).

Emulation:

PSP: Full speed (PPSSPP).

GameCube: ~50% speed (Dolphin).

Switch: Not playable (Skyline).

Overclocking (Root Required):

Kernel Tweaks: Can push CPU to 2.2GHz (from 1.7GHz), but risks overheating.

Camera Mods (G Cam Ports & Beyond)

Best G Cam Port: BSG 8.1 (MGC_8.1.101_A9_GV2b).

Config file: Enable HDR+ Enhanced for 64MP shots.

Fixes: Disable AWB to avoid green tint.

Niche Uses:

Astrophotography: 30s exposure with Tripod Mode.

Macro Hack: Use 2MP sensor + manual focus.

Battery Life Hacks

 OnePlus Nord N10 Debloating: Remove OnePlus bloatware (com. one plus .membership) via ADB.

Underclocking: Use Franco Kernel Manager to extend battery.

Deep Sleep: Force Doze Mode with Naptime.

Battery Stats in 2024:

Original: 4,300mAh → ~3,500mAh after degradation.

Replacements: NOHON batteries offer best longevity.

MODDING Community & XDA Legacy



Active Threads: ~15,000 posts on XDA (still updated in 2024).

Best ROMs in 2024:

DerpFest (Android 13) – Best balance of features/stability.

crDroid (Android 12) – Privacy-focused.

Kernels: Radioactive Kernel improves GPU performance.

Warning: MODDING disables Wide vine L1 (Netflix HD won’t work).

OnePlus’s Strategy: How the Nord N10 Changed the Brand

The Good: Proved OnePlus could compete in the sub-$300 market.

The Bad: Poor update policy hurt reputation (only 1 OS update).

Legacy: Paved the way for the Nord N20/N30, which improved updates.

Recycling & DIY Projects

Parts to Salvage:

Vibrator motor (useful for Arduino projects).

Camera modules (64MP sensor for Raspberry Pi).

E-Waste Programs:

OnePlus Trade-In (gets you $10-20 credit).

Best Buy Recycling (free drop-off).

FAQ: Nord N10 in 2024

Q: Does it support VOLTE/Wi-Fi Calling?

A: Yes on T-Mobile/Europe. No on AT&T/Verizon.

Q: Can it run Windows 11 ARM?

A: No – Snapdragon 690 lacks UEFI support.

Q: Best cheap upgrade path?

A: Pixel 6a ($250) or Nothing Phone 1 ($300).

Final Verdict: A Modder’s Dream, But Obsolete for Most

Keep it alive with custom ROMs.

Salvage parts for DIY projects.

Upgrade if you need security patches.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


