Tennessee

Tennessee Here's a deeper dive into Tennessee, covering its geography, culture, economy, history, and more:
Quick Facts:

¢ Capital: Nashville

¢ Largest City: Nashville

» Population: ~7 million (as of recent estimates)
e Area: 42,143 square miles (109,247 km?)

¢ Nickname: "The Volunteer State"

o Statehood: June 1, 1796 (16th state)

Major Cities:

» Nasbhville - Known for country music, the Grand Ole Opry, and Vanderbilt University.
+ Knoxville - Home of the University of Tennessee and gateway to the Great Smoky Mountains.
¢ Chattanooga - Known for Lookout Mountain, the Tennessee Aquarium, and outdoor recreation.

Geography & Nature:

» Tennessee River & Mississippi River (key waterways)
e Cumberland Plateau & Appalachian Mountains

Economy & Industry:

* Music & Entertainment (Nashville = "Music City")
» Automotive Manufacturing (Nissan, Volkswagen, GM plants)
» Agriculture (soybeans, cotton, tobacco, cattle)

Healthcare & Tourism

Culture & History:

¢ Birthplace of blues, country, and rock 'n’ roll music.

« Key role in the Civil Rights Movement (e.g., Martin Luther King Jr's assassination in Memphis).
» Famous for Jack Daniel's Distillery (Lynchburg) and Tennessee whiskey.

+ Home to Dollywood, Dolly Parton's theme park in Pigeon Forge.

Sports Teams:

* NFL: Tennessee Titans (Nashville)

¢ NHL: Nashville Predators

¢ NBA: Memphis Grizzlies

¢ NCAA: University of Tennessee Volunteers

¢ History & Key Events

e The Trail of Tears (1838) forcibly removed many Native Americans from Tennessee.

 Civil War Role: A divided state—it was the last to secede (1861) and contributed soldiers to both Union and
Confederate armies. Major battles included Shiloh (1862) and Fort Donelson.

Civil Rights Movement:

* MLK Assassination: Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was killed at the Lorraine Motel in Memphis (April 4, 1968), now the
National Civil Rights Museum.



2. Music Legacy

Tennessee is the birthplace of multiple music genres:

Memphis:

o Blues (Beale Street, W.C. Handy)
» Soul (Stax Records: Otis Redding, Isaac Hayes)

Nashville:

e Country Music (Grand Ole Opry, Ryman Auditorium, Country Music Hall of Fame)
* "Music Row" (Recording studios and labels)

3. Food & Drink

Signature Dishes:

e Memphis BBQ: Dry-rub ribs (e.g., Rendezvous) and pulled pork.
* Southern Staples: Biscuits & gravy, fried catfish, and banana pudding.

Liquor:

» George Dickel (Tullahoma)—another iconic Tennessee whiskey.

4. 0dd Laws & Quirks

« It'sillegal to share your Netflix password in Tennessee (2011 law).
* Memphis has a pyramid (Bass Pro Shops) taller than the one in Giza (by 1 foot).

5. Economic Powerhouses

e Healthcare: HCA Healthcare (Nashville) and FedEx’s global hub (Memphis).
e Tourism: Smoky Mountains draw 12M+ visitors yearly—more than the Grand Canyon.

6. Outdoor Adventures
» Great Smoky Mountains: Hiking (Appalachian Trail), waterfalls (Grotto Falls), and Cades Cove wildlife.
7. Famous Tennesseans

* Elvis Presley (Memphis)
 Dolly Parton (Sevierville)

e Morgan Freeman (Memphis)
o Justin Timberlake (Memphis)
« Miley Cyrus (Franklin)

8. Annual Events

» Bonnaroo (Manchester): Major music festival.
* CMA Fest (Nashville): Country music’s biggest party.
» Elvis Week (Memphis): August tribute to The King.

9. Political Landscape

o Deep-red state but with blue urban pockets (Nashville, Memphis).
* No state income tax—but high sales tax (9.25% avg).

10. Pop Culture References



» "Walk the Line" (Johnny Cash biopic, set in Memphis).

« "Nashville" (TV show about the country music scene).

¢ Hidden Gems & Offbeat Attractions

* The Lost Sea (Sweetwater): America’s largest underground lake, with glass-bottom boat tours.

12. Haunted Tennessee

* The Orpheum Theatre (Memphis): Ghost of a little girl named "Mary" haunts the balcony.

* The Hermitage (Nashville): Andrew Jackson’s home—visitors report his ghost rocking in a chair.

» Brushy Mountain State Penitentiary (Petros): Former prison (now a distillery) where inmates claim to see shadow
figures.

13. Road Trip Ideas

¢ Smoky Mountains Loop: Gatlinburg — Pigeon Forge - Cades Cove — Cherokee National Forest.
» Whiskey Trail: Jack Daniel's (Lynchburg) - George Dickel (Tullahoma) — Nelson’'s Green Brier (Nashville).

14. Bizarre Tennessee Trivia

* Atown named "Only" exists—its population is 7 (yes, seven).
* Memphis has a replica of Egypt’s Great Sphinx (at a local roofing company).

15. Unique Festivals

e Mule Day (Columbia): Celebrates mules with parades and competitions (since 1840).
 Unicoi County Apple Festival (Erwin): Apple butter, cider, and the "Apple Core Toss Championship.”

16. Forgotten History

» The Tennessee Waltz Scandal (2005): A massive FBI sting caught state officials taking bribes—named after the state
song.
» The Memphis Yellow Fever Epidemic (1878): Killed 5,000+ people and nearly wiped out the city.

17. Only-in-Tennessee Experiences

» Sleep in a treehouse (at The Treehouse Resort near Chattanooga).
» Tour a cave with bluegrass concerts (The Caverns in Pelham).

18. Sports Rivalries & Oddities

» University of Tennessee vs. Vanderbilt: The South’s oldest football rivalry (1892).
 Bristol Motor Speedway: NASCAR track dubbed "The Last Great Colosseum” (seats 150,000).
* Nashville SC: MLS team whose fans throw grilled-cheese sandwiches at opposing goalkeepers.

19. Tennessee in Space

* Arnold Air Force Base (Tullahoma): Home to the world’s largest wind tunnel (tests NASA spacecraft).
» U.S. Space & Rocket Center (Huntsville, AL is just over the border): Many Tennesseans work there.

20. Random but Essential Facts

State Symbols:

¢ Animal: Raccoon

 Insect: Firefly (Great Smokies have synchronous fireflies in June).

¢ Song: "The Tennessee Waltz"

» Time Zones: Tennessee straddles Central and Eastern time zones (split near Crossville).

» Nuclear Secrets: Oak Ridge was the "Secret City" where the atomic bomb was developed (Manhattan Project).

Secret Underground Tennessee



» The Secret City (Oak Ridge): Built overnight for the Manhattan Project; 75,000+ people worked here in WWII, many
unaware they were enriching uranium for the atomic bomb. Today, you can tour the American Museum of Science &
Energy and see remnants of the covert facilities.

» Speakeasies & Hidden Bars: Nashville's Attaboy (no menu—bartenders craft based on your mood) and Memphis’ The
Blind Bear (1920s Prohibition vibe with "password nights").

« Subterranean Nashville: Beneath Broadway'’s honky-tonks lies a network of tunnels used for smuggling during the Civil
War. Some are accessible through Ryman Auditorium tours.

Forgotten Music History

e The Memphis Blues Curse: Legend says W.C.

e Elvis’ Unreleased Album: In 1973, he recorded a gospel album at RCA’'s Nashville studio—it was shelved and remains
unheard.

* Dolly’s Lost Tapes: Dolly Parton recorded a psychedelic rock album in the 1970s; she later burned the master tapes to
avoid releasing it.

23. Bizarre Roadside Attractions

» The Grave of the Unknown Confederate Soldier (Franklin): A lone grave in the middle of a residential yard.

» The Jesus Statue with a Lightsaber (Knoxville): At a Catholic church, a neon-lit Jesus holds a glowing blue blade
(locals call it "Jedi Jesus").

24. Dark & Twisted Legends

* The Green Eyes of Chickamauga: Civil War soldiers reported seeing ghostly green-eyed figures on battlefields—some
claim they’re interdimensional beings.

» The Decapitated Train Conductor (Chattanooga): Ghost of a decapitated railroad worker haunts the Chattanooga
Choo Choo Hotel, dragging his head behind him.

25. Food Secrets Only Locals Know

* Memphis' "BBQ Spaghetti": A weird-but-delicious dish at The Bar-B-Q Shop—smoked pork in a spicy tomato sauce over
pasta.

* MoonPies & RC Cola: The unofficial state snack, invented in Chattanooga in 1917.



