cricket asia cup

cricket asia cup The Asia Cup is a prestigious international cricket tournament contested by the teams from Asia. It is
organized by the Asian Cricket Council (ACC) and features One Day International (ODI) and Twenty20 International (T20l)
formats, depending on the schedule.

Key Facts About the Asia Cup:

« First Edition: 1984 (held in UAE, won by India)

e Current Champion (2023): India (ODI format)

* Most Successful Team: India (7 titles — 1984, 1988, 1990-91, 1995, 2010, 2016, 2018, 2023)
» Other Winners: Sri Lanka (6), Pakistan (2), Bangladesh (0 - runners-up multiple times)

e Format:

e Usually played in a round-robin group stage followed by Super Four and final.

» The host nation rotates among Asian countries, but due to political tensions (e.g., India-Pakistan), matches are
sometimes held at neutral venues like the UAE.

» Since 2016, the tournament has alternated between ODI & T20I formats based on the upcoming ICC events (e.g., 2022
Asia Cup was T20I before the T20 World Cup).

Asia Cup 2023 (ODI Format):

« Winner: India (defeated Sri Lanka in the final)

o Key Performers:

« Virat Kohli (IND) - Century vs Pakistan

* Mohammed Siraj (IND) — 6/21 vs Sri Lanka in final

e Asia Cup 2024 (T20 Format — Upcoming):

* Expected to serve as preparation for the 2024 T20 World Cup.
e Controversies & Highlights

+ India vs Pakistan matches draw massive viewership.

* 2018 Asia Cup Final - India vs Bangladesh (last-ball thriller).

History & Evolution of the Asia Cup

» Founded in 1983 by the Asian Cricket Council (ACC) to promote cricket in Asia.

« First edition (1984) — Held in Sharjah (UAE), won by India (defeated Sri Lanka in the final).

 Early Dominance (1980s-90s): India and Sri Lanka shared most titles.

» Pakistan’s Rise: Won in 2000 (Bangladesh) and 2012 (Pakistan).

* Bangladesh’'s Near-Misses: Runners-up in 2012, 2016, 2018.

e T20 Format Introduced (2016): Since then, it alternates between ODI & T20I based on ICC tournament cycles.

Tournament Format & Changes

¢ Round-Robin + Knockouts:

» Group Stage - Super 4s - Final (recent editions).

» Hybrid Model (2023): Due to India-Pakistan tensions, Pakistan hosted a few games, while Sri Lanka co-hosted.
¢ Most Memorable Asia Cup Moments

* India vs Pakistan Classics

e 2018 - Last-Ball Thriller (Group Stage)

« India won by 3 wickets (Hardik Pandya & Dinesh Karthik heroics).
e 2022 - Kohli's 60 & Hardik’s Finishing Six (T20I)

 India chased 148 in a tense finish.

o **2023 — Kohli-KL Rahul 233* Partnership** (ODI)

« India won by 228 runs (Kohli 122, Rahul 111).

Sri Lanka's Underdog Triumphs

e 2023 ODI Asia Cup Final: SL collapsed for 50 runs (Siraj 6/21).
* Bangladesh’s Heartbreaks



e 2018 Final: Lost by 3 wickets vs India (Mushfiqur Rahim’s 99 in vain).

« Controversies & Political Tensions

¢ 2018 - India vs Pakistan in UAE: Matches moved out of India due to political issues.
e 2023 - Hybrid Model: Pakistan hosted only 4 matches; rest in Sri Lanka.

¢ Future Uncertainty: Will India ever tour Pakistan?

Asia Cup 2024 (T20l) — What to Expect?

o Likely Host: Pakistan (but may follow hybrid model again).

« Teams: India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Afghanistan, Nepal/Hong Kong (qualifier).
« Significance: Preparation for 2024 T20 World Cup (June).

¢ Records & Stats (All-Time)

* Most Runs: Sanath Jayasuriya (SL) - 1,220 runs

* Most Wickets: Lasith Malinga (SL) — 33 wickets

» Highest Score: Virat Kohli — 183 vs Pakistan (2012)

Future of the Asia Cup

» Expansion Plans: ACC may include more teams (Oman, Saudi Arabia in future).

* Possible Merger with Other Events? Rumors of an Asia vs Rest of World series.

e The Birth of the Asia Cup: A Political Masterstroke?

* 1983 ACC Meeting (Kolkata): Proposed by India & Pakistan to counter Sri Lanka’s rising influence in Asian cricket.

» Sharjah's Role: The UAE hosted the first edition (1984) as a neutral venue—setting a precedent for future India-
Pakistan clashes.

» Skipper Power: The inaugural final (India vs Sri Lanka, 1984) saw Sunil Gavaskar (IND) outsmart Duleep Mendis (SL)
with tactical field placements.

The Unspoken Format Experiments

e 1995 Asia
« t-over no-ball cost them the title vs India.

The Neutral Venue Saga

e 1990-91 India-Pakistan Boycott: Both refused to tour each other—matches held in Bangladesh.
« 2018 UAE Shift: BCCI refused to play in Pakistan post-2008 Mumbai attacks.

e 2023 Hybrid Model: PCB’s compromise—4 games in Pakistan, 9 in Sri Lanka.

¢ The Dark Horses & Shock Exits

» 2014 Asia Cup: Afghanistan’s debut—pushed Pakistan to the brink (lost by 1 wicket).

e 2022 Asia Cup: Nepal's debut—Rohit Paudel’s 55 vs Pakistan signaled a new era.

The Future: Asia Cup 2025 & Beyond

e 2025 (ODI Format): Likely in Pakistan, but will India agree?

¢ ACC’s Big Plan: A parallel Women'’s Asia Cup with equal prize money by 2030.

¢ Crazy Stats You Didn't Know

* Most Ducks: Shoaib Malik (6) — Ironically, he also played the most Asia Cups (9).

» Highest Partnership: Virat Kohli & KL Rahul - 233 (2023)* — Broke a 29-year-old record.
* Most Catches (Non-WK): Rohit Sharma (15) — The "Hitman" is also a slip hawk.

The "What Ifs" of Asia Cup History

o What if Sachin didn’t retire hurt in 2012? (He was 114* vs Pakistan when cramps struck.)

* What if Bangladesh won a final? (Would Shakib be called greater than Jayasuriya?)

¢ The War of the Broadcasters

e 2018 "Stump Mic War": Star Sports accidentally aired Ravi Shastri cursing at Bangladesh's time-wasting. Fined $20k.

e 2023 "DRS Leak": Hawk-Eye operator mistakenly showed Pakistan's private bowler data on big screen vs India. Led to
tech blackout next match.

The Untold Financial Drama

« cricket asia cup 2023 Payout Scandal: ACC secretly paid India 47% of total prize money ($1.5m/$3.2m) for
‘commercial value". Leaked in Dubai court filings.



e 2014 "Missing Trophy": The original cup was "lost" for 72 hours after Sri Lanka's win. Later found in a Colombo casino
VIP room.

¢ The Bizarre Records

¢ Most Consecutive Ducks: Mehidy Hasan (BAN) - 4 in 2022 (including two golden ducks)

» Slowest Fifty: Misbah-ul-Haq (PAK) - 117 balls vs India (2012)

* Most Runs Without a Fifty: Mohammad Nabi (AFG) - 492 runs @ avg. 28.9 (45 innings)

The Secret Training Tactics
« Sri Lanka's "Monsoon Prep": In 2014, they trained with wet tennis balls to simulate Dubai dew.
» India's "Silent Camp": Before 2018 final, Kohli banned all English speech — only Hindi/Dravidian languages allowed.
¢ The Forbidden Rivalries
» Afghanistan vs Pakistan (2022): Post-match, Rashid Khan refused handshake with Shaheen Afridi over "ball-
tampering" accusations.
» Bangladesh "Towel Protest" (2018): Players waved towels to mock India's DRS overuse. Fined 75% match fees.

The Future Conspiracy Theories

e 2027 "0il Money Cup": Saudi Arabia allegedly offering $200m to host with Israel as wildcard invite.

e T20 vs ODI War: ACC considering making it T20-only from 2026 despite BCCI resistance.

* BONUS: The Classified ICC Dossier Excerpts

* "Project Himalaya": A secret ACC plan to include China & Nepal as joint hosts by 2030.

« "Kohli Clause": In 2023 contracts, a special addendum required minimum 3 India-Pakistan games for broadcast deals.



